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Municipal Building, Room 2, 
Roanoke, Virginia, 
December 22, 1931. 


New York Public Library, 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, 
New York City. 

Gentlemen: 

I would like very much to get a description or perhaps a ~ 
photograph or drawing of a specie of money knowvm as "Roanoake” which 
was used by the Indians in Colonial Virginia. 

The attached paper contains a copy of a part of an act passed 
by the Virginia Assembly in the year 1672, which refers to this form of 
money and gives some idea as to its value. This is the only description 
I have been able to find and I am wondering if you could tell me where 


I might be able to get some additional information. 


Very truly, 


ca hnold/ 
gene H. Arnold. 


Enc. 


Anéd it is further enacted that the neighbouring Indians doe 
and hereby are required and enjoyned to seize and apprehend all runaways 
whatsoever that shall happen to come amonest them, and to bring them 
before some justice of the peace whoe upon the receipt of such servants, 
Slave, or slaves, from the Indians, shall pay inte the said Indians for 
and recomponce twenty armes length of Roanoake or the value thereof in 
goods, as the Indians shall like of, for which the said justice of peace 


shall receive from the publique hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco, 
and the said justice to proceed in conveying the runaway to his master 
according to the law in such ease already provided; This aet to continue 
in force till the next assembly and noe longer unlesse it be that fitt to 
continue. 

-«jlening's Statutes at large, 


Vol. TI, Page 300, 
September, 1672. 


The New Vork Public Library 


Astor, Benox and Tilden Foundations 
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OFFICE OF THE 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Stu AVENUE & 42ND STREET 


New York, December 24, 1931. 


Mr. Sydney P. Noe, Secretary 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Noe; 

Here is a letter just received from Roanoke together 
With a carbon of our reply. If you can help Mr. Arnold, will 
you be good enough to do so? 


Very truly yours, 


H. M. Lydenberg, 
Ee Assistant Director. 


Enclosure, 


DS 


December 34, 1931, 


ur, Tugene ©. Arnold 
Municipal Suilding, Reon 2 

Roanoke, Virginia 
Dear Sir: 

Realising that the American Yumtematic Society ie 
better able to give definitive statements shout probleme of 
money than any of the rest of us, we are today doing no more 
than acknowledging reeetpt of your letter of December 28nd 
with ite enclosure, and caying thet we are referring it to 
Mr. Woe, secretary of the American “Nwelematie Seclety, in 
expectation that he will write you as promptly end fully as 
possible, 


Yery truly youre, 


H. MK. Lydenberg, 
Assistant Direotor. 


‘Mr. Eugene E. Arnold — 


coarser and shorter. We are quoting herewith three mentionings of this 


the various historical societies in Virginia, as they my have specimens. me 


’ \ pa 


December 30, 1931. 
) 


Municipal Building, Room 2, : | | 
Roanoke, Virginia, ; : 


Dear Sir: 
; ‘ 

We were requested by the New York Public Library +o answer your 
communication of Decevher 24th. We are sorry to say that we have no 
specimens of the Virginia Roanoakeg ‘which vas a form of watpum used in 
Virginia. We have sonc specirens of the northern Troquois wampum which ity - 
was very beautifully mde but we wnderstend the southern wampum was ee 


gah of mone y: » } i | ; 
"ROANOAKE. 4n inferior kind of Wampum made and deen by natives of Virginia. 
Captain Smith in his work on "Virginia", 1624(4ii. 418), mentions "Raw ek 
ranoke or white beads that occasion as much RA SRESI ee among the Salvages( sie), 
as gold and siluer amongst Christians.” / i 
In the “Statutes of Virginia” for 1656 (repr. 1833, i.397) it was pr cea | 
that "Peeces of eight that are good and of silver ahakd pass for five shillings, 
and Roanoake and Wompompeeke to keep their wonted value." | a 
Sir W. Talbot in describing the “Discoveries of J. Lederer, 1672 (27), says, 
"Their currant Goyn of smll ages which they call Roanoack or Renee ae 
Ir you want to obtain canes x would advise you to write to” *. ba 
you fail in this, you might write the National Museum, Washington, D. C.; a 
The Museum of the American Indian, Broadway and 156th Streets, New York City 


and The American Museum of Natural Aree as': 77th Street and Central Park vest, 
New York City. : c 


72° 


It might be as well to get nie communication with Mr. Charles / 
Borum, Jr., 020 Boisswain Avenue, Norfolk, Va. There is also a collector. ee 


Lina oak Mr. F. G. Payne. seas chenie these two could help you out. PR aes 
rema ; 


Very truly 
iy ahi 5 aie « 


HW: JG 


Municipal Building, Room 2 
“Roanoke, Virginia, 
January c, 1932. 


2 


Mra Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway Between 155th & 156th Streets, 
New York City. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


I certainly do appreciate your letter of December 30th, oe 
will follow up the leads you have indicated. 


From the information I have there seems to have been two kinds 
of "Roanoake". One kind was an oval bead, size about one-third of an 
inch by one-fourth of an inch, which was made from the white part of a 
conch shell. This bead was polished, drilled and strung on cord. It 
was worth about half as much as a similar bead made of the dark part of 

the same shell which was called "Wompum Peak", and which, I suspect, was 
very eh like the wampum of the northern Troquois you ae The other 
kind of "Roanoake" was made of broken bits of cockle shells drilled and 
strung on cord and was worth very little. 


Thanking you for the information you have given me, I am 


Very truly, 


Egon Lon BA 


Goagene E. Arnold. 


